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Dans chaque chapitre :

1 double page introductive “The facts”

Wildlife conservation
In 1999, the World Wildlife Fund-US reported
that global warming was disrupting ocean
life and thus threatening the survival of
large numbers of species. In Great Britain,
there is now a scheme to protect birds and
other wildlife. Farmers will in future be paid
to create habitats for birds and to leave
field margins for rare plants and grasses.
Not only will this preserve wildlife but it
may help reduce intensive farming10.

Genetically modified foods
The giant agribusinesses11 argue that GM
foods could represent one of the biggest
advances ever achieved in farming while
environmentalists plus the general public in
Europe believe that they could trigger12 a
wide variety of serious environmental and
health problems. Objective information is
needed to enable people to decide whether
the advantages outweigh the risks.

The Kyoto protocol
This protocol, signed in 1999, and which
binds industrial countries to cut their emis-
sions of greenhouse gases, has been rejected
by the USA, where businessmen do not
agree about the urgency of addressing13

global warming. This apparently has little to
do with the future of the planet but more
with the future of their businesses!
Will the policy of sustainability, that is to
say, the reduction of all forms of environ-
mental degradation to levels that do not
cause lasting damage or permanent loss,
prevail14? Will people be prepared to mo-
dify their way of life? There is every hope. ■
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1. ground water: nappe phréatique
2. waste: déchets
3. to trap: bloquer
4. to recede: s’éloigner
5. to disrupt: perturber
6. shore: plage
7. to sully: salir
8. oil spill: déversement de pétrole
9. landfill: site pour enfouir les déchets

10. intensive farming: productivisme (agriculture)
11. agribusiness: agro-industrie
12. to trigger: déclencher
13. to address: s’attaquer à
14. to prevail: l’emporter

CHECK THE FACTS
1. How did most people react to René Dumont’s
fears about progress?
2. What changes have there been in people’s atti-
tudes since then?
3. What role do motor cars play in environmental
issues?
4. What effects will climate change have upon
many countries?
5. What is responsible for air, water and land 
pollution?
6. What are the effects of intensive farming on
wildlife and what can be done about it?
7. Give the arguments in favour of and against GM
foods.
8. What is the Kyoto protocol?
9. What is the attitude of American businessmen
to this protocol?
10. What question can you ask about the future?

LEXICAL WORK
1. Match the following words with a word in
the text to make an expression.
Example: ocean (life)

2. Fill in the gaps with a word from the box,
making the necessary changes.

This year, in South Africa and Zimbabwe, … have
already … dozens of villagers, damaged houses
and crops and washed … roads and bridges, …
international trade and tourism. Water … exceeded
all previous records. Searching for the cause of the
…, some … blame greenhouse … global … and
… change. Others cite poor … management.

to disrupt – catastrophe – warming – flood – level –
climate – land – environmentalists – to drown –
away – gas

excessive – pollution – premature – major – oil 

The
environment

Chapter 4

The facts

30

It has taken quite a while for most people
to face up to the fact that measures must
be taken to protect the environment. When
the French pioneer ecologist René Dumont,
as far back as 1974 highlighted the negative
aspects of progress, nobody was par-
ticularly interested. Now, most decision-
makers agree that something should 
be done to restrict the degradation of natu-
ral resources, the pollution of the atmo-
sphere, the oceans, the rivers and the ground
water1 and the excessive consumption of
the rich countries which creates so much
waste2.

Climate change
Global warming has come about mainly
because of the emissions of toxic gases from
industry and motor vehicles. These gases
trap3 radiation from the sun at low levels
and are thought to be depleting the ozone
layer which protects us from the harmful
radiation of the sun, all of which causes
temperatures to rise. Deforestation is also a
factor in causing forest ecosystems to break
down and regional climates to change.

In Alaska, where the average temperature is
rising ten times faster than elsewhere in the
world, the landscape is disintegrating. 80%
of the glaciers are receding4, disrupting5

the fragile ecosystem. In Britain, and else-
where in Europe, flooding could become 
a seasonal inconvenience. It may not be
long, before political refugees at ports are
replaced by ‘weather refugees’.

Air/water/land pollution
Official sources claim that the pollution lev-
els in the air from the emissions of toxic
gases are now so high that they are causing
breathing problems, asthma attacks and
premature deaths. The rivers and oceans
are polluted by harmful chemicals from
both agriculture and industry. The sea and
the shores6 are regularly sullied7 by oil
spills8. Mountains of household waste
dumped into landfills9 represent one of the
major problems of our throwaway society.
The EU has called for a policy of waste reduc-
tion and recycling.
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Une photographie
introduisant

le thème

Des informations
générales 

sur le thème 
du chapitre

Des notes 
de vocabulaire

Des exercices 
sur les informations
données

1 double page “Talking it over”

COMPREHENSION
1. What is the subject of this article?
2. Why does Alex Kirby tell the story about the
man in Burkina-Faso?
3. Why was the Earth Summit organized?
4. How many people live in abject poverty?
5. Why must we put an end to abject poverty?
6. What is the link between environmental
threats and political boundaries?
7. Why does the journalist say that we all share
the same climate?
8. Why does he quote John Donne?
9. What are the two main causes of environ-
mental degradation according to UNEP?
10. What is the aim of the OCSC?
11. Why is Alex Kirby hopeful?
Now, sum up this article.

COMMENT
1. Say what you think about the journalist’s rea-
sons for being hopeful.
2. ‘No man is an island.’ Has this always been
true? Compare the past with the present and
say what you think will happen in the future.
3. Why is the OCSC’s work so important?

TALKING POINTS
1. Is it possible, in your opinion, to question the
consumerism that our economy is based on?
Are you ready to question it? If so, how would
you set about it?
2. It is very important to convince everyone,
even the very poor whose daily fight is to sur-
vive, that something must be done about envi-
ronmental degradation.

LEXICAL WORK
1. Match the following words and make sen-
tences with the expressions.
1. money a. threats
2. climate b. a lift to
3. environmental c. to spare
4. to give d. on
5. to depend e. change
6. sustainable f. warming
7. too g. ago
8. global h. causes
9. long i. development

10. major j. late

2. Fill in the gaps with the words from the box.

study – effects – accidents – traffic – problems –
people – levels – pollution – safer – high

Pollution … in the atmosphere are now so … that
you might be … staying indoors, say some
environmentalists. A recent … says that … causes
breathing … for 500,000 people in the UK every
year. Almost 400 … actually die annually from the
… of … pollution, compared with 226 killed in
road … !

3. Put the words in the right order to form a
sentence and translate.
a. to / discuss / the / held / was / summit /
development.
b. share / in / climate / we / interest / halting /
change / same / the.
c. is / the / unsustainable / course / present.
d. their / life / of / way / will / change / to / peo-
ple / agree / ?

ROLE PLAY
You have just bought a new car and are very
happy.
You tell your friend who interrupts your descrip-
tion of the car to inform you that he has decid-
ed to give up consuming!
Imagine the conversation.

PRONUNCIATION 
“The” is pronounced:
– [ð] before words that begin with a vowel.
the earth;
– [ðə] before words that begin with a conso-

nant.
the threat;
– [ði�] when it is used for emphasis.
it is the big problem.
Listen to the pronunciation of these words and
compare the phonetic symbols.
Find five examples of each in the text and practise
them.
Make sure you put your tongue between your
teeth for the “th” sound.

LISTENING AND TALKING 
1. Why is David Williams in such a state?
2. How does his son react and what arguments
does he use?
3. How does David justify his refusal of the new
project?
4. What is the only solution according to John?
5. He ends by asking his mother if she agrees!
What do you think?
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No man is an Island

Twenty-five years ago, I was driving
with my wife along a road in Burkina-

Faso. We gave a lift to1 a grizzled2 old
man, who brought out his identity card
and showed it to my wife, so she would
know his name. It gave his age too and
she was astonished to see that this ‘old’
man was younger than me.

I reported for BBC News from the
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in
1992. It was held to discuss both the
environment and development. The
rich nations assembled in Rio believed
rightly that the world faced severe
environmental threats. Probably they
also realised that we cannot avert3

those threats without ending poverty.
Poverty is real and widespread.About

one person in five in the world lives in
abject poverty, on the equivalent of
less than US$1 a day. Ending poverty is
not simply a moral imperative for

those with the money to spare4 (the
other 4/5ths of us). It’s also a question
of self-preservation. The reason is 
simple: the environmental threats we
face are not interested in political
boundaries.

Global warming will be exactly that
– a change to the climate of the entire
planet. The effects will be uneven5,
with regional winners and losers. But
we now know enough to realise that
we all share the same interest in limit-
ing and even halting6 climate change
because we all share the same, indivisi-
ble climate. What happens to the
headwaters7 of the Nile or the Ganges
has consequences thousands of miles
downstream8, across one or more
national frontiers. The destruction of
forests in Asia or Latin America affects
Europe (which destroyed so many of
its forests long ago). Now, more than
ever, we recognise the truth of John
Donne’s9 lines: ‘No man is an island…
never send to know for whom the bell
tolls10: it tolls for thee.’

In September 1999, the UN Envi-
ronment Programme launched GEO-
2000, a report on the state of the
earth at the beginning of the new cen-
tury. UNEP warned: ‘The continued
poverty of the majority of the planet’s
inhabitants and excessive consump-
tion by the minority are the two
major causes of environmental degra-
dation. The present course is unsus-
tainable11.’

The OCSC (Oxford Commission
on Sustainable Consumption) is work-
ing to translate the idea of sustainable
development12 into a practical plan for
day-to-day living. Achieving a sustain-
able world will depend on changes in
the way we live our lives, and maybe
even the way we think.

It’s probably too late now for my
Burkinabe companion. But there is
some new thinking going on. And that
should give us all hope.

Alex Kirby,
BBC On Air, BBC World Service Radio,

February 2000.
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Talking i t  over

1. to give a lift to:
prendre en voiture 

2. grizzled:
grisonnant

3. to avert: éviter
4. money to spare:

plus d’argent qu’il
n’en faut

5. uneven: inégal
6. to halt: mettre fin à
7. headwater: source
8. downstream:

en aval
9. John Donne 

(1573-1631),
English poet

10. to toll: sonner (le
glas)

11. unsustainable:
intenable

12. sustainable
development:
développement
durable

Un article 
de presse 
enregistré

Des notes 
de vocabulaire Des exercices lexicaux

Un jeu de rôles

Un travail d’exploitation du texte
tourné vers l’oral

Un exercice 
de compréhension
orale sur 
un enregistrement

2

Des exercices
de prononciation



À la fin de l’ouvrage :

1 double page “Writing it down”

1. Faites un compte rendu en anglais de cet article.

2. Traduisez de “Many people are responding”
jusqu’à “our societies operate.” (l. 62-79).

3. Vous êtes l’assistant(e) du directeur d’une entre-
prise française, dont vous inventez les références.
Le directeur a reçu une lettre d’une société britan-
nique qui propose de conseiller les entreprises qui
veulent participer à la campagne européenne pour
la protection de l’environnement.
Le directeur vous demande de répondre :
– qu’il est très intéressé par les propositions car il
s’était déjà rendu compte que les entreprises avaient
un rôle très important à jouer par rapport aux ques-
tions d’environnement ;
– qu’il est particulièrement intéressé par les propo-
sitions d’économiser de l’argent tout en sauvant 
l’environnement ;

– qu’il accueille donc avec enthousiasme les offres de
conférences et de stages dont le but est de faire
prendre conscience aux employés de la nécessité de
participer à la campagne, de leur indiquer des
méthodes simples pour faire des économies à l’inté-
rieur de l’entreprise en réduisant les déchets, la
consommation d’électricité, d’eau, etc. ;
– qu’il souhaite donc organiser la venue du respon-
sable de ces conférences et stages le plus vite possible
et propose un rendez-vous un jour de la semaine du
lundi 8 au vendredi 12 juin ;
– qu’il attend avec plaisir la réponse et la visite de la
personne concernée.

La lettre britannique était signée Jonathan Hawkes,
Manager.
Adresse : GREEN ADVICE – 12 Brimstone Avenue

Redfield – BRISTOL BS59 NG

EXAM WORK

COMPREHENSION
1. What is the subject of this article?
2. What do very poor people use rubbish dumps
for?
3. What is topsy-turvy sociology?
4. How do we usually define industrial produc-
tion and economic growth?
5. What does the author suggest as a definition?
6. What do you see, feel and smell at a landfill
site?
7. What is expected to happen by 2005?
8. When a country runs out of land, what are
the three options?
9. What do many experts say about incineration?
10. How can we explain that some countries
recycle very little of their trash?
11. According to the writer, what needs to be
done now?

COMMENT
1. Say whether you agree with the journalist
that many people are trying to alter their per-
sonal habits. Are you ready to do so? Can you
suggest any ways of doing this?
2. Say what you think about the writer’s claim
that we have been pursuing things that have
very little real value, that we buy things we do
not need, that our economy is based on trash.

LEXICAL WORK
1. Find the words in the text that mean:
a. principally – b. journey – c. astonishing – d. bad
smell – e. more and more – f. not to have enough –
g. poisonous – h. dangerous – i. provide room/
space for – j. products

2. Fill in the gaps with words from the box.

If you live in the … , industrial … of the world, your
consumption and the … you leave … is tremen-
dous. A person living in the … world will consume
19 times more aluminium, 14 times more paper,
10 … more meat and 3 times … fresh water …
their … humans living in the … world.

fellow – pollution – times – rich – behind – more –
than – developing – part – industrial – times

DISCUSS
1. That rich countries should export their rub-
bish to the poor ones is a crime.
2. It is impossible to expect people to do with-
out the throwaway products to which they have
grown accustomed.
3. Like the tourists who are inadvertently destroy-
ing the monuments and natural sites that they
travel many miles to visit, so we are destroying
the planet!
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Writing i t  down

1. heap: tas
2. garbage: ordures
3. to eke out a living:

vivoter
4. rubbish dump:

décharge
5. trash: ordures/

camelote
6. topsy-turvy: sens

dessus dessous
7. roundabout:

manège
8. stuff: trucs

(ordures)
9. ominously: 

de façon
inquiétante

10. stench: puanteur
11. backyard: derrière

sa maison
12. fraught with

danger:
dangeureux

13. to leak: fuir
14. to favour: être pour
15. ash: cendres
16. to run out of:

manquer de
17. to alter: changer
18. a case in point: 

un bon exemple
19. mind-shift:

changement
d’esprit

Inside the heap1

Garbage2 is gold to the people
who eke out a living3 on city
rubbish dumps4, be they in

Mexico, Manila or Lagos. The sociology
of trash5 is simple: the rich make it, the
poor deal with it and are considered
‘dirty’. It’s a topsy-turvy6 sociology. For a
start, there’s the economics of waste.
We tend to think of industrial produc-
tion as being mainly about manufactur-
ers making things we need – or just
want – which we then buy. This is what
keeps money circulating and the eco-
nomic roundabout7 going round. What
if, for instance, it weren’t production
that led to economic growth, but waste?
Garbage. Trash. Pollution.

A trip to a major
landfill site is not
everyone’s idea of an
excursion. But what
you see there are the
most amazing moun-
tains of the stuff8.
Moving ominously9

and noisily around
the heat and stench10,
like strange prehis-
toric beasts, are bull-
dozers, headlights
glaring like eyes. This
is where the most
waste goes – holes in
the ground that no-
one wants in their backyard11. With rea-
son: landfills are fraught with danger12.
They emit methane, they overheat, they
leak13 – which becomes increasingly
ominous as the quantity of chemical
products dumped into landfills in the
industrial world is expected to double
between 1990 and 2005. Countries
which are short of land like Japan or
Belgium favour14 incinerating rubbish.
This is no better; many experts say it’s a
lot worse. It creates air pollution releas-
ing toxins and dioxins into the atmo-
sphere. More sophisticated incinerators
have filters, but still leave residues of

toxic ash15 that need to be burned
somewhere. A few years ago, the US
raised the alert. The big country had run
out of16 landfill sites. This was in spite of
its exporting waste to Canada and
Mexico and, of course, many parts of
the South. In this, the US is not alone.
Most developed countries export their
waste. What’s more serious is that the
North now produces more hazardous
and toxic waste than it can accommo-
date on its own territory.

Many people are responding by trying
to alter17 their personal habits. Recycling is
on the increase – though it varies widely
from region to region. The greening of
politicians and local authorities in some

countries – and Britain is a case in point18–
is happening at a painfully slow rate.

We have been trashing what is really of
value – people and their natural environ-
ment – in the pursuit of things that have
little real value; consumer items we
mainly don’t need. There are practical
things that we, as individuals, can do –
like recycle, re-use, consume carefully
and generally consume a lot less. But
there also needs to be quite a major mind-
shift19 in the way our economies and our
societies operate.

Vanessa Baird,
BBC on air, November 2000.
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Un article 
de presse 
enregistré

Des notes 
de vocabulaire

Un travail d’exploitation 
tourné vers l’écrit

Des exercices
lexicaux

Des sujets 
de débats

Un entraînement
systématique aux
épreuves écrites 
des examens

1 double page de travail sur le langage

Les auxiliaires modaux : may/might/could/should
Observez les phrases suivantes
a) It may not be long, before political refugees… (p. 30, l. 31-32)
b) […] GM foods could represent one of the […] (p. 31, l. 57-58)
c) And that should give us all hope. (p. 32, l. 70-71)

voir fiche 10 p. 160

Analysez
Quel auxiliaire est employé pour indiquer :
– une possibilité ?
– une attente/un espoir ?
– une incertitude/la notion « peut-être » ?

Entraînez-vous
Choisissez l’auxiliaire qui convient.
a. We have decided to buy fewer pre-packed prod-
ucts, hopefully, we … have less rubbish to get rid of !

b. Our neighbours have said that they … do the
same, they haven’t decided yet.
c. If the whole neighbourhood did the same, that …
mean a lot less rubbish to be collected.
d. Yes, but you … have to stop eating some of your
favourite food.
e. Too bad, we won’t starve, we … even lose some
weight, I hope!

« Comme », équivalents : as et like
Observez les phrases suivantes
a) Moving ominously and noisily […] like strange prehistoric beats (p. 34, l. 25-29)
b) […] increasingly ominous as the quantity […] is expected to double (p. 34, l. 38-41)
c) There are practical things that we, as individuals, can do (p. 34, l. 73-74)

voir fiche 4 p. 153

Analysez
Dans quel exemple trouve-t-on la notion de :
– « puisque »/« parce que » ?
– « en tant que » ?
– « de la même façon que »/similitude ?

Entraînez-vous
Choisissez la forme qui convient.
a. … us, our neighbours have decided to join the
recycling campaign.

b. … citizens of the earth, we should all respect it.
c. She cried … a child when she saw such poverty.
d. It is important to send help … time is running out.
e. He worked for three years … her eco-adviser.
f. Many countries export their waste … they have
run out of land for landfills.

• agriculture biologique organic farming

• amiante asbestos

• biodégradable biodegradable

• bouleverser to upset

• combustible fossile fossil fuel

• couche d’ozone ozone layer

• culture/récolte crop

• danger pour la santé health hazard

• déboisement deforestation

• décharge/dépotoir rubbish dump/tip

• déchet toxique toxic waste

• défense conservation
de l’environnement

• défenseur environmentalist
de l’environnement

• dégager/émettre to release toxic gases
des gaz toxiques

• détritus/papiers gras litter

• développement durable sustainability

• déverser to discharge/to tip

• eaux usées sewage

• effet de serre greenhouse effect

• égout sewer

• émissions emanations

• endommager to damage

• enfouissement landfill
des déchets

• espèce disparue extinct species

• essence sans plomb unleaded petrol

• faune et flore wildlife

• fonte des glaces glacier meltdown

• gaspiller to waste

• gaz d’échappement exhaust fumes

• glissement de terre landslide

• groupe de pression lobby/pressure 
group

• inonder/inondation to flood/flood/
flooding

• interdire to ban
• jetable disposable/

throwaway
• mettre en danger/ to endanger

menacer
• modifier to alter
• montée des océans rising sea levels
• nappe de pétrole oil patch
• niveau level
• nuisible/nocif harmful
• OGM (organismes GM (genetically

génétiquement modifiés) modified)
foods/crops 

• ordures rubbish/refuse/
garbage (US)

• ouragan hurricane
• pénurie d’eau water shortage
• perturber to disrupt
• plage shore/beach
• plomb lead
• polluer/pollueur to pollute/polluter
• prise de conscience awareness
• problèmes environmental 

de l’environnement issues
• produits chimiques chemicals
• réchauffement global warming

de la planète
• répandre (se) to spill
• responsables de la santé health authorities
• ressources renouvelables renewable resources
• retombée radioactive radioactive fallout
• souiller to sully
• tempête storm/gale
• tremblement de terre earthquake
• vapeurs fumes

36 37

Th
e

 e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t

C
h

a
p

te
r 

4

USE THE LIST
Find the missing word to make an expression.
1. health … – 2. fossil … – 3. unleaded … – 4. toxic … – 5. … authorities – 6. … effect – 
7. … farming – 8. … issues – 9. rubbish … – 10. global … – 11. extinct … – 12. radioactive … –
13. … layer – 14. … shortage – 15. … sea levels – 16. … patch

Grammar workLexical work

1. Il se peut que les hommes d’affaires acceptent
qu’il soit nécessaire de prendre des mesures pour
protéger l’environnement.
2. Comme l’avenir de la planète pourrait en
dépendre, espérons-le.
3. On ne peut pas tout recycler, mais le papier
comme le verre s’y prêtent bien.
4. Comme la matière plastique dégage des gaz
toxiques pendant l’opération de recyclage, il ne
faut pas la recycler.
5. Nous pourrions trouver une solution en utilisant
les sacs en plastique comme sacs de poubelle.
6. Comme la plupart des gens sont maintenant

au courant des problèmes de la pollution, cette
idée devrait aboutir.
7. Quant aux voitures, nous pourrions essayer de
nous en servir le moins possible.
8. Nous pourrions aussi envisager de louer des ser-
vices plutôt que d’acheter des choses, par exemple
louer une voiture quand on en a besoin.
9. Il se peut qu’il soit trop tard pour sauver beau-
coup d’espèces d’animaux et de plantes.
10. Mais, il est important de protéger ce qui reste,
comme les baleines, les ours, etc., sous peine de
déstabiliser l’écosystème à tout jamais.

Translate

Le vocabulaire
essentiel à

connaître

Un travail 
de réemploi 

de la liste de
vocabulaire

Un thème de réemploi du vocabulaire 
et de  la grammaire du chapitre

Un renvoi 
au mémento
grammatical

Des exercices
grammaticaux

Une étude 
de deux points 
de grammaire en
contexte

• Un mémento grammatical clair et structuré
accompagné d’exercices.

• Des pages professionnelles pour écrire un CV,
répondre à une annonce et rédiger différentes
lettres.

• Des méthodes pour l’examen.
• Des annexes (prononciation, informations sur

les pays…).
• Une liste des verbes irréguliers.
• Des cartes des Îles britanniques et des États-Unis.

© Nathan/VUEF, 9 rue Méchain 75014 Paris, 2002.
ISBN 2-09-179086-9 3

Les enregistrements sur les cassettes sont repérés par le logo         .
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■ Grammar work: Les auxiliaires modaux/

L’expression de la quantité 29

Chapter 4 The environment
■ The facts 30
■ Talking it over: No man is an Island 32
■ Writing it down: Inside the heap 34
■ Lexical work 36
■ Grammar work: Les auxiliaires modaux/

As et like 37

Chapter 5 Companies, large 
and small

■ The facts 38
■ Talking it over:

Survival and success in a small business 40
■ Writing it down:

How small firms can compete against big ones 42
■ Lexical work 44
■ Grammar work: L’ordre des mots/Le gérondif 45

Chapter 6 Management and 
company organization

■ The facts 46
■ Talking it over: Bosses learn the value 

of being nice 48
■ Writing it down: Cleaning up the mess 50

■ Lexical work 52
■ Grammar work: Les comparatifs/

Le présent simple et le présent continu 53

Chapter 7 Business ethics 
■ The facts 54
■ Talking it over: 

Widening the net to all parties at work 56
■ Writing it down:

Footsie takes a walk on the ethical side 58
■ Lexical work 60
■ Grammar work: Les pronoms relatifs/

Les articles 61 

Chapter 8 Communication 
■ The facts 62
■ Talking it over: Wired, but a bit worried 64
■ Writing it down: Inside out 66
■ Lexical work 68
■ Grammar work: Les pronoms relatifs/

Les auxiliaires modaux 69 

Chapter 9 E-business 
■ The facts 70
■ Talking it over: Who wants electronic books? 72
■ Writing it down: Surfing USA 74
■ Lexical work 76
■ Grammar work: Le passé et le present perfect/

Le futur 77 

Chapter 10 Marketing
■ The facts 78
■ Talking it over: Kids gloves 80
■ Writing it down: The towns fight back 82
■ Lexical work 84
■ Grammar work: Les articles/Le présent 85

Chapter 11 Innovation 
and new technologies

■ The facts 86
■ Talking it over: 

Appliances of science promise chore-free life 88
■ Writing it down: The new organ-grinders 90
■ Lexical work 92
■ Grammar work: Les noms dénombrables 

et indénombrables/Les discours direct et indirect 934



Chapter 12 The tourist industry 
■ The facts 94
■ Talking it over:

I know more about Laos than Liverpool 96
■ Writing it down: Tourist traps 98
■ Lexical work 100
■ Grammar work: Le futur/Le passé 

et le present perfect 101

Chapter 13 Transport 
■ The facts 102
■ Talking it over: Road transport 104
■ Writing it down:

A brief encounter seals the deal 106
■ Lexical work 108
■ Grammar work: La quantité/

Les auxiliaires modaux 109

Chapter 14 The global economy 
■ The facts 110
■ Talking it over: 

Curbing the abuses of global capitalism 112
■ Writing it down:

Globalisation and information technology 
were made for each other 114

■ Lexical work 116
■ Grammar work: Les comparatifs/L’article The 117

Chapter 15 Finance, accountancy
and banking

■ The facts 118
■ Talking it over:

A marketing blitz buries kids in plastic
and debt 120

■ Writing it down:
These days, banks sell simple 
joys instead of riches 122

■ Lexical work 124
■ Grammar work: Les discours direct 

et indirect/Le superlatif 125

Chapter 16 The world’s main
trading areas

■ The facts 126
■ Talking it over: 

Japanese companies abroad: yen and yuan 128
■ Writing it down:

Russia and the World Trade Organization 130
■ Lexical work 132
■ Grammar work: L’infinitif et le gérondif/

« Faire faire » 133

Chapter 17 The European Union
■ The facts 134
■ Talking it over: 

Generation Europe: towards cultural 
convergence 136

■ Writing it down: For most workers, 
EU’s borders are still high 138

■ Lexical work 140
■ Grammar work: As et like/Les discours 

direct et indirect 141

Chapter 18 Cross-cultural relations
■ The facts 142
■ Talking it over:

Tread carefully in the multicultural minefield 144
■ Writing it down:

Guide to assertive, yet subtle selling 146
■ Lexical work 148
■ Grammar work: Les verbes pronominaux/

Le present perfect et le pluperfect simple 149 

■ Mémento grammatical 150
■ Exercices de grammaire 178

Methods

• How to read a document efficiently 184
• How to translate 185
• How to present a text 187
• How to describe charts and tables 190
• How to improve your pronunciation 192
• How to communicate efficiently 195
• How to telephone 198
• How to deal with paperwork 200
• How to compose a CV 

and to request a placement 204
• How to answer a job ad 208

Professional letters

• Unsolicited letter of application 210
• Letter of complaint about a delivery 211
• Letter of apology 212
• Letter/invoice 213
• Letter to change plans 214
• Letter to book tickets and hotel accommodation 215

Annexes

• Spelling changes in word endings 216
• Main foreign currencies 217
• Cities 217
• Countries and nationalities 218
• Incoterms 219
• Main irregular verbs 220
• Map of the British Isles 222
• Map of the USA 223 5


